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Busmess owner said he was oppressed by 40% member

Arbitrator ordered
defendant to sell his
full interest to plaintiff

$3,125,000 .

Plaintiff, who owned 60 percent of a
thriving business, turned over day-to-day
management to the defendant the 40
percent member,

Plaintiff - contended  that defendant
manager began to take a series of oppres-
sive actions designed ‘to force plaintiff
into selling his ownership’interest at a
diminished price.

Defendant. barred. -plaintiff from en--
tering -the: company’s- premises; locked:

plaintiff out of the company’s computer
server; denied plaintiff ‘financial - infor:
mation; - denied plaintiff involvement in
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dec1swn-makmg at the company; and

prevented plaintiff from communicating
with -the company’s employees and - ¢li-
ents,

‘After an eight-day arbitration Hear:
ing; including the examination of various
witnesses and experts, the arbitrator de-

termined: that defendant’s’ actions con-
stituted “willfully unfair and oppressive”
conduct, and that defendant was there-

fore hable for member oppressmn under

‘MCL 450.4515;

After further briefing and argumeq%;

“the arbitrator granted plaintiff the rem-
edy he requested; ordering defendant to:
sell his entire ‘membership interest to

fplamtlff eﬂ'ecuvely returning sole control
of the company to plalntlﬁ'

In addition, as damages, the arbitra-
tor ordered defendant to reimburse the
company for $425,000 in attorneys’ fees
he ¢aused the company to pay on his be-
half
. Gerard V. Mantese co-counsel for plaln-
, tlff prov1ded case mformatlon




