7al UaK attorney vVilKe STerani pelore a
ciplinary board that he leaked the
ssages to the newspaper.

‘he suit says Stefani violated a confi-
itiality agreement requiring him to
n over all copies of the explosive mes-
es in exchange for settling police whis-
blower lawsuits involving three ex-
iroit, officers he represented.

fames Thomas, Kilpatrick’s attorney,

1 the Detroit Free Press that any dam- |

s would go to the city of Detroit. The
rsuit seeks $2.666 million in damages.
leatrlck was_into the middle of his

xt ‘messages ‘with his themn-

1ed by ‘the: newspaper.

Je'stepped down after pleadlng guilty
sbstruction of justice and no contest to
:ault. He admitted he lied during a civ-
rial to cover up an affair with Beatty.
th served jail time. )
. See “Briefly,” page 23

as mayor when the sexually

Staff Christine Beatty were pub-: .
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fendant. }
Other red flags include those cases where

a single witness makes identification, it's

the only evidence linking someone to a

are faster than transcripts.”
What Saclks learned in Long’s case was
that there was another son at the com-
plainant’s house who never seemed to play

If you would like to comment on this story,
please contact Carol Lundberg at (248) 865-

3105 or carol.lundberg@mi.lawyersweekly.com.

After

practice after 25 years away from it

With a lot more e\(perlence —.and _;ust as .

much vigor,

Thirteen years ago, at age 40, Dav1d M
Homgman tearfully resigned from’ 11 years
in the Mlchlgan Legislature — first as a Re-
publican in the House of Representatives,
then as a senator — for health reasons. - -

“But, earlier this year, after returning to

metro Detroit following five years in.

Wyoming, Honigman had a chance en-
counter with Troy attorney Gerard V. Man-
tese. The two were fresh-out-of-law-schiool

associates at Honigman Miller Schwartz and’

Cohn LLP in the early 1980s, and their

rekindled friendship quickly expanded toa

professional one.

Now, as partner of the newly named Man-
tese Honigman & Rossman, P.C., Honigman
is experiencing a renaissance, '

“I love practicing law,” he said. “It’s in my
blood. I like the intellectual challenge of it.

.. It's similar to constituent service, where .
you're trying to help an individual or [busi-
ness] meet some challenge. It’s very fu].ﬁlhng )

to help people, really.”

Based on his track record in Congress s

Honigman has helped many people As a

_ self-proclaimed “free-market conservative,”
he introduced -and crafted bills for’ grand-f

- parent-grandchildren rights, hate crimes,
tort and liability reform, Workers compen- -
sation assessment, anti- domestlc terrorlsm' B

and privacy protections.

- Many times, he said, his outspokenness on:
the issues made him- u_npopular within his
party. But that same demearor made hlm‘,' o
Well-respected among voters who" crossed, :

David M. Honiigr'nan

‘MantéseHonig'rnan & Rossman PC.

' ,fEducatlon Umversuty ofMlch|gan Law
» ,School ' ,

SpeC|aIt|es Busmess lltlgatlon, -
environmental Iaw, consumer
rlghts law L

o nesspeople

1aking waves in Lansing, former
p @htidanei‘“{ liscovers his legal passion

"How does an attorney come back 1nto '

partyylines to be sure he was re-elected.
- “It’s easy to be smart,” Honigman said.

- “Tt’s harder to be good.”

But hav1ng that political expenence has

' helped with some of the cases he’s now work-

ing on. One of them involves getting insurers
in other states to offer coverage for autism-re-
lated procedures and medicines, an action that
springboards from a $1 million class-action
settlement Mantese made with Blue Cross
Blue Shield of Michigan earlier this year,

" “These class actions are almost like being

. in government,” he explained. “It’s a repre-

sentative action; you're representing a large
class of people and you're pursuing their in-
terests against some wrongdoer. ... It’s just
like community organizing.”

Further, he said, “you can look for an issue
where you feel some redress is required and
be on the lookout for plaintiffs. ... Even
when I was in the government, I was always
trying to limit the power of government.”

Just like making a legal comebaclk, Honig-
‘man said it’s tempting to pursue a govern-
mental one, too, and hinted that if the right call
is there, he could see heeding it. But, he said,
there’s security in his rechosen profession.

“In politics, you never know what's going
tohappen,” he said. “There’s term limits, re-

~ election. But one good thing about law is, it’s

flexible. You can do a lot of things.”

There. is somethlng, however, Homgman
said He doesn’t understand.

“There aren’t that many attorneys in the

' Leg‘lslature Ithese: days] ” he said. “I don’t

know ‘why: Decades ago, almost everybody
was an attorney Now, mostly they re busi-

— DouGLAS J. LEVY



