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’Cempiex aec

Proper steps not taken to
‘prevent woman from bemg
murdered, estate asserts

&1 285 mdhen -
Ina confidential Wrongful death la
su1t plaintiff’s estate sought ‘compensa-
tory damages from defendant apartment
owner: followmg the stabblng death of

plaintiff’s decedent. -

In 2008, a 23—year-old mother of two chll- E

dren was stabbed to death inside of her
apartment. Despite the landlord having a
policy against leasing apartments to people

with criminal records; discovery and inves- -

tigation revealed at least 25 tenants'liviﬁg'

- at. the complex Wlth ‘serious cr1m1nalu ;
records; Also; deposmons revealed that two
of Lhe ﬁve’ mployees who worked at the

ment owner contra ted Wi

tablished that the apartments were
equlpped with defective locking mecha-
nisms, which would not have prevented .
~the kind of breakmg and entering that -
likely resulted in pla1nt1ff’s death.

~Discovery - also revealed that the ap,

- suspect ~
- lease an apartment from the defendant.

ad submitted an application to

Though his apphcatlon was 1e3ected be-

cause of his criminal record, he continued

~toliveat the'apartment complex with his
- ~g1r1fr1end with the knowledge and acqul-
I e 'cence £ he manager = '

 the decedent’s apartment a month hefore e

the murder. The: Suspect gave testimony
that was inconsistent with statements he

- had made to- the detectives investigating
- the murder, which suggested hig guilt.

To the extent that plaintiffs’ counsel

dcould prove that the suspect-tenant com-
- mitted the murder, this strengthened the:
“case,because the tenant should have nev---
“er been there i in the ﬁrst ‘place, g1ven his
: crnmnal record




