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* Insurer’s documents say
~ treatment is 'standard of"
‘care not experlmental’

$1 million

- 'In a ¢lass- actlon lawsuit filed in U.S
District ‘Court; Eastern District of Michi-
gan, the family of plaintiff-minor sought -
'damages after asserting that defendant
insurer Blue Cross Blie Shield of Michigan
wrong‘fully refused to cover behav1ora1 ther-
apy for children with autism spectrum dlS-

_-order (ASD):

‘The plaintiff contended that Blue Cross :
pattern ‘and ‘practice of characterlzmg the -
smentlﬁca]ly established Applied Behaworal -

" Therapy ‘as experunental ”:and thus; as ex-
- cluded under its mnsurance policies, was at-
" bitrary; caprlclous illegal-and’ contradicted
. by mamny-years of scientific-validation; SEEE S
“The case settled for $1 million shortly af-- ; 1] st thorous] hi trient -~ Under the terms ettlement, Blue
ter plaintiff’s counsel obtained a court order *  modality for earls Senticn ; lfamihes Who
requiring Blue' Cross to-produce file' ‘docu- i diis SEE iavioral thars i
‘ments that validated the' effectiveriess of Ap--. AT y ;
phed Behavioral: Analys1s (ABA) therapy fOT,.; ~Academy St naliAca- der a Blue 1088, Blue Shleld of Mlchlgan in-,
¢ trea leng ch]ldren W1th ASD Among the doc- i d: : i- - surance pohcy
: i : reatment, . -~ Blue Cross agreed to class certification
.‘per a b1nd1ng settlement’ placed on the |

PI‘vaihvt'iff expert Phy5|ca|
. ;therapy provided was
| out5|de scope of I|censure

$1 00, 9%9 26
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“on defense offers of $0' toﬁ$30K

: “As both ‘an attormg) and‘c lent

I'm notyour_typrca conisumer, My~ “
[ “ expectations were  definitely exceeded.”
i They are ertremelv talented, and their: -
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